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The First Thanksgiving 

This week we are talking about Thanksgiving.  I am going to tell you the story of 

how we got Thanksgiving.   

 

A long time ago there were some really cool people called the Pilgrims.  They lived 

far away in a place called England, which is all the way on the other side of the 

world.   

So look at this picture of the Pilgrims.  Do they look like us?   

Well they are people like us, but did they dress like us?   

They didn’t.  That’s because they lived a really long time ago.   

 

1 



Thanksgiving 

  



Thanksgiving 

Well, England wasn’t like America. In England they had a king and It wasn’t just 

any king.  The kind of England’s name was King James and he was SUPER SUPER 

bossy.     

King James was so bossy he liked to tell everyone what to do and they HAD to 

do it!   

So he would tell them things like,  

“You can only go to certain stores!” (gasp) 

And “You can’t go to your friend’s house.” (gasp) 

And “You can only go to MY church!” (gasp) 

And “If you don’t go to my church you can’t go to any church!” (gasp) 

And “You have to give me a ton of your money for taxes!” (gasp) 

 

It was not like America at all!
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Well the Pilgrims didn’t like that at all.  They didn’t want to be bossed around.  They didn’t want to be told 

what to do.  They wanted to be able to save their money and go to different stores and go to their friend’s 

houses, and they wanted to be able to go to whatever church they wanted.   

 

The Pilgrims wanted to be free.   
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So the Pilgrims decided, “You know what? We need to leave this place.”   

They had heard about a new land across the ocean, and they knew that if they went there, they would be 

away from the King and they would be free to do the things they wanted.   

The Pilgrims decided to leave England.   

So they got on a HUGE ship.  It was called the Mayflower.  Can you guys say that with me?   

 

Mayflower.   

 

The Mayflower was really big.   
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Since America was so far away, it took a really long time to get to America.  It took 66 days!  That’s more days 

than we have been in Preschool!   

They had to live on the ship.  So they would wake up, have breakfast, do their chores (or their jobs), have 

lunch and then have dinner, then go to sleep – on the ship!  Then they would do it again the next day!   

They did this for 66 days!  

5 



Thanksgiving 

 

  



Thanksgiving 

Finally one day they landed in America!  They were SO happy to get off of the ship.   

When they landed, they landed at a place they called Plymouth Rock.  Can you say that with me?  Plymouth 

Rock.   
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There was just one problem at Plymouth Rock and that was since it was a new land, there was nothing 

here.   

Like nothing. 

There were no houses, no schools, no stores, no warm beds – NOTHING! 

And there was an even bigger problem.  It was fall so it was turning into winter.   

It was SO COLD.  Without houses, the Pilgrims were very cold and they were running out of food.  Sadly, a 

few got really sick and a few died.   
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Well, don’t worry, this isn’t a sad story.  There is a really happy part that 

happened next.   

In America there were already some people here and we call them the Native 

Americans.   

They had a really AWESOME leader and his name is Squanto.  Can you say 

that?  Squanto. 

Well, Squanto saw that the Pilgrims were dying and the reason I love Squanto 

so much is that is was a hero and he wanted to help the Pilgrims.   

Isn’t that awesome!? 

So Squanto taught the Pilgrims a TON of things.   
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He taught them how to plant food like corn,
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He also taught them how to catch fish and how to dry them so they could save 

them and have food for later – so they would never run out.
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He even had his people help the Pilgrims and show them where the best wood was so they could build 

houses!   

Wasn’t Squanto an amazing guy?  And weren’t the Native Americans amazing people?  They actually 

saved the Pilgrims! 
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Well, the Pilgrims really wanted to do something for their new friends.  They wanted to GIVE THANKS and 

do something special.  So they decided to do something amazing.  They had… 

The FIRST THANKSGIVING! 

So the Pilgrims had the first Thanksgiving to GIVE THANKS to their new friends for all they had done for 

them.  They all brought food and they all shared and ate and played games.   

The first Thanksgiving was so cool. It was a party for 3 DAYS!  Can you imagine a party for 3 days? 

 

So this week we are all thinking about things that are special to us - that we are thankful for.   

Miss Sam is thankful for her family and for all of you because you guys and her family are so special to her.   

I am thankful for _______________ because ________________.   

I want you to think of something that is so special to you that you are thankful for.  We will talk about it at 

our Thanksgiving parties on Wednesday and Thursday.   
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